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02 NOVEMBER 2023

PRESS BRIEFING OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS IN KWAZULU-NATAL CONVENED BY PROVINCIAL SECRETARY CDE BHEKI MTOLO

We extend our greetings to the members of the media. Our press briefing follows two-days of engagement by the Provincial Officials and PEC members.

From the onset, we wish to indicate that the PEC is encouraged about the state of the organization.

We are satisfied about the level of coherence and unity behind a clear programme of action which is steeped in service delivery across all regions and structures. 

In short, the organization is stronger and seized with the responsibility of delivering to its people.

Performance of the Deployees of the ANC

As we meet this morning, the activist legislature under the African National Congress begins its two-day sitting in Ugu District Municipality. 

Members of the Executive Council will account directly to the ordinary members of society about service delivery in their respective departments.

We pride ourselves as the only organization that is running an Activist Legislature that has strong oversight responsibility over the executive. 

Since ascending to power in 2004, as the ANC we created a platform for dialogue through sectoral parliaments for the people by hosting the senior citizens, youth, the disabled, women, workers in the Legislature and open discussion with the leaders in government. 

This improved communication and helps people to table matters for attention and seek solutions in matters of service delivery.

Yesterday, members of the Executive Council visited wards in Umhlathuze Local Municipality to assess service delivery as part of Operation Sukuma Sakhe. 

This culminated into an interaction with more than 5000 community members at Umfolozi TVET.  

Communities complained about the corruption and collapse of service delivery in the IFP run Umhlathuze Local Municipality. They pointed out that they had nobody else to turn to other than the ANC government.

The ANC government will continue to ensure an integration of all government departments and to ensure a clear focus on solving community problems on the ground, starting with areas of abject poverty, with the objective of making a difference. 

Notwithstanding the challenges expressed by communities about Umhlathuze Local Municipality, we remain satisfied about interventions in the wards that were visited. Issues of rollout of human settlements, road infrastructure, provision of seeds and mechanization to emerging farmers as well as job creation will receive top priority.

Crime 

In this meeting, the PEC assessed the performance of its deployees, especially at national level. We concluded that our deployees are implementing the resolutions of the ANC as a governing party.

In particular, we note progress made by Cde Bheki Cele in his capacity as the police minister and law enforcement agencies in dealing decisively with proliferation of drugs at the Durban Port. 

The PEC believes that the discovery of drugs with a value of more than R70 million at Durban Port by law enforcement agencies is a step in the right direction. This is in addition to the bust and recovery of about 378 bricks of cocaine with an estimated value of R1,3 billion at the very same Durban Port.

The PEC has welcomed the firm hand used by the South African Police Service (SAPS) against criminals who have been terrorizing communities in Inanda. An integrated approach involving intelligence officers, Hawks, National Intervention Unit (NIU) and private security is in line with the resolutions of the ANC adopted during our Lekgotla held in February this year. Delegates adopted a resolution focusing on ensuring a Crime Free Society where all communities feel safe.
eThekwini Infrastructure Upgrade and Grant Expenditure 

On the so called unspent Municipal Disaster Management (MDRG) 

It is now important that after interacting with the City, the true reflection regarding this grant is as follows: 

“The R1.53 billion from the Municipal Disaster Management Grant for the flood damages was only received on 16 March 2023. National Treasury did acknowledge that the rollover for MDRG is linked to the disaster funding. In terms of the grant framework the municipality has 12 months to spend the grant.

SCM processes had to be followed for each of the more than 700 projects. This process includes doing designs before the specifications can be developed. Even once this is done, service providers still need some time to start the project. 
It was not a case of poor planning. It was simply impractical and unreasonable to expect these projects to be complete in 2022/2023. It was impossible to spend R 1,5bn in 3 months considering the processes to be completed. 

As reflected above, most of the projects will be implemented through framework contracts. Task orders are issued as necessary for pricing and award follows an expedited process. There are 525 projects with a work estimate value of R1m and below – most of the projects can be completed in less than one month. 

The Roads Provision department is implementing 6 major bridge projects as part of the R&R grant. These projects are significantly more complex and require construction periods longer than the 12 months. 
This is due to phased and staged construction for technical reasons such as reinforced and pre-stressed concrete curing periods as well as the installation of complex foundations along with demolition of existing old, damaged infrastructure. 
Road construction can also only progress once the structural phase of bridge implantation is complete, hence the greater overall implantation program required. This has been communicated with National Treasury and COGTA”. 

Water 

The PEC is satisfied with the implementation of ANC resolution around provision of water by Comrade Senzo Mchunu in his capacity as Minister of Water and Sanitation.

The current rollout of bulk water infrastructure projects throughout the corners of KZN through the RBIG to the value of R7.8 billion is part of the implementation of the ANC program of action. This is in addition to the construction of water infrastructure projects worth more than R12 billion throughout the corners of the province.

The ANC further notes progress that has been made following meetings involving Cde Senzo Mchunu, Cde Mxolisi Kaunda, CoGTA as well as uMngeni-uThukela Water.

We are hopeful that the R23 billion uMkhomazi Water Project ensure sustained water supply and water security.

In particular, we welcome efforts to accelerate the provision of bulk water supply and   refurbishment of 10 wastewater plants. 


ANC-led municipalities 
The PEC assessed ANC led municipality especially in relation to the spending of Municipal Infrastructure Grant (MIG).
We noted reports about the lack of revenue collection base and the aging infrastructure in most municipalities. Turn around plans were discussed. 

We will continue to act and intervene in some municipalities where we believe that service delivery is compromised.  We are committed to building the economy and ensuring job creation at local level through the rollout of socio-economic infrastructure.

We want to ensure that identified sectors of the economy deliver growth in the economy throughout this term of office for the benefit of local communities. 

It was resolved that media briefings and community outreach programmes be undertaken by eThekwini, Msunduzi and all ANC led municipalities to ensure that residents are properly informed about challenges and progress in relation to service delivery. 
This public reporting must be enhanced by regular monthly report back meetings by ward councillors, effective sitting of Operation Sukuma Ssakhe War Rooms where all departments attend this War Rooms and Local Task Team meetings. We are calling upon all ANC Mayors to compile a report of all departments that do not attend Operation Sukuma Ssakhe War Rooms in wards. 

EFF Skirmishes in eThekwini Municipality and Impact on the Coalition 

The ANC condemns in its strongest terms the behavior of EFF Councilors in eThekwini Municipality during the council meeting on Tuesday. This behavior shows serious disregard for the law but at worse so much disrespect of voters of eThekwini Municipality.   

Such a behavior is like spitting in the faces of those who died for this freedom and democracy. The EFF has undermined the people of eThekwini through such unacceptable conduct.

The EFF must also stop pretending to be a helpless opposition while it is not. The notorious Unruly EFF is in charge of the Human Settlements Department and the following functional units; Engineering, eThekwini Transport Authority, Water & Sanitation, Electricity, Cleaning and Solid Waste in eThekwini Municipality which controls the biggest budget of approximately R43,7 Billion in the City. 
The combined asset portfolio of these units is valued at more than R140 Billion. If you combine the staff compliment of Human Settlements and the above units, you are talking about more than 8500 municipal workers all under the control of the EFF. 
Their Myopic tendency of behaving like school kids when its election season wanting to catch news headlines through chaos and anarchy is no longer fashionable and attractive to the civilized world and reasonable average person. 

It can never be an ANC problem when the EFF is given a serious critical portfolio it decides to deploy Unxakanxaka who can’t comprehend with complexities within which a modern city like Ethekwini operates. 

The EFF has a responsibility to ensure that the more than 3, 2 million people of eThekwini Municipality are serviced by this cluster. This Cluster is not only a backbone of the city but is the pillar for socio-economic development. 

The quality of life for the people of eThekwini will be determined by the manner in which EFF behaves in council meetings. The latest wrestling show is an indication that EFF councilors do not have the interest of residents at heart.

We are calling upon the Speaker Cllr Thabani Nyawose to act decisively to send a strong message.

It is important to point out that all political parties have their different views on many issues including the implementation of socio-economic development programs.  It is natural for various players to have debates and disagreements. But fist fights and assaults of municipal workers by EFF councilors has no place in KZN.

As a governing party, we are fully aware that political parties will always try to cash in on quick support by playing on the emotions due to the desperations that many communities face. But both EFF and Action SA know very well that it is untrue that R1, 9 billion has been forfeited to the National Treasury. 

We are encouraging the city to continue to engage with National Treasury to ensure compliance with all procurement processes.

The ANC will engage with the EFF as a coalition partner with the view of assessing whether this coalition is still viable in this current form.

We do not want to be associated with a reckless coalition partner whose preoccupation is trying to hog newspaper headlines and to create a negative publicity for the City while it is uncharged of the City`s Biggest Service Delivery Budget. 

ANC disappoints political analysts, sections of the media and doomsayers

Following the ANC’s resounding victory in the by-election in eThekwini Ward 9, political analysts and some sections of the media are still in the state of shock. 

The ANC will continue to inflict trauma on those who are relying on the propaganda which is camouflaged as public polls.

Many in the media are unwittingly or are willingly being manipulated by regime change operators through these public polls. The agenda is to paint the ANC as the party which is at its deathbed. This will fail.

Very few media houses and political commentators are citing our statement in which we gave a blow-by-blow account on the crushing and humiliation of the Multi-Party Charter in Ward 9.
The DA has been completely rejected in most of its VDs with the ANC increasing its support by 60% of the voters. By and large, the ANC won over DA, EFF and Action SA votes. The decline of the support of the three parties is just an indication of that the ANC is the preferred party. 

As we move forward, ANC leaders and volunteers will remain central in this new journey of making eThekwini a city that delivers to its people.  

Our message is about joint ownership for the development of respective communities in all branches. We are firm in our position that “the Time is Now” for the people of eThekwini to taste the fruits of this freedom. 

Deployment of Senior Cadres to eThekwini Region

In an effort to strengthen our interaction with the community if eThekwini, Amakhosi, Religious Leaders and the business community, the PEC has identified seasoned Cadres of our movement who will be requested to assist the movement in eThekwini Region.

The following Cadres have been identified as the best suitable core to assist the organization to reconnect with the people; President Jacob Zuma, Dr Zweli Mkhize, Sipho Gcabashe, Senzo Mchunu, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, Dr Blade Nzimande, Mike Mabuyakhulu, Bheki Cele and many more others.

The office of the Provincial Secretary will make a public announcement of a detailed program of action after meeting with the abovementioned comrades.
Upcoming by-elections 

On by-elections, the ANC is preparing for the following: -

1.
Msunduzi By-election Ward 41 – 22nd November 2023,

2.
Mkhambathini By-election Ward 07 - 6th of December 2023

3.
eThekwini By- election Ward 101 - 13th December 2023
With the exception of eThekwini Ward 101, where the vacancy is as a result of the expulsion of ANC councillor by the council - once again, the ANC is going into a by-election as a result of the murder of its councillors. 

The murder of Cde Mabhungu Mkhize and Cde Mzwandile Shandu has been a huge setback for the ANC and community members in  ward 41 and Wad 07.

We have deployed the election machinery that will work with regional leaders to ensure the resounding victory of the ANC for the benefit of local residents.

Regarding the killing of councillors, the PEC resolved that the work of the Multi-party Political Committee should be sustained. It was also resolved that the Council of Elders be integrated into this program.

This will focus on inculcating a culture of political tolerance as one of the critical interventions. This will bring in leaders of all political parties inside and outside the legislature. ANC will also work with traditional leaders and religious leaders. 

It should be remembered that the Provincial Multi-Party Political Oversight Committee on Interventions was established in preparation for the elections of 18 May 2011. It played a critical role in intensifying these interventions. 

The approach of the Multi-party Political Committee is to alert members of parties of the importance of peaceful negotiations where arguments or disagreements surface, particularly those of a political nature. 

Through this mechanism, the leadership of the parties are able to intervene to stabilise conflict situations. Such interventions are supported by the implementation of security plans for affected areas. 

Palestine Solidarity March 

Following our successful Palestine Solidarity March, we continue to interact with progressive forces opposed to the slaughter of innocent people in Palestine. 

On the day of our march through the Durban CBD more than 7023 Palestinians had died in bombardment.  This number has grown.

As the ANC we are support the work of the religious leaders across all religious line and broader civil society including the following organisations:- 

•
Alliance partners – SACP, COSATU and SANCO

•
Palestinian Solidarity Network, 

•
Minara Chamber of Commerce, 

•
Boycott-Disinvest-Sanctions movement

•
People Against Oppression

•
Palestine Solidarity Forum

•
United Palestine

•
Islamic Medical Association

•
Peace Foundation 

•
Pakistan South African Association

•
Association for Muslim Network

•
Amnesty International.

•
Khidmatul Khalq

Conclusion 

In conclusion, we wish to announce firmly that as the ANC, we will continue to disappoint doomsayers.

We are firm in our position that the ANC and alliance partners are the custodians of the current and future struggles of the National Democratic Revolution.

Once again, the PEC has agreed that we should forget about ourselves, about our narrow factional battles and champion the interest of the people of KwaZulu-Natal. 

Through our own our own agency and active citizenry, we are consciously crafting our collective future which must be truly democratic, prosperous and characterized by equal access to economic opportunities.

I thank you

Ends 

Delivered on behalf of the African National Congress Provincial Executive Committee by Provincial Secretary Cde Bheki Mtolo
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